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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 462 , 54 0Nay 7 , 2 0 03

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Nines. Senator Johnson.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Nr . Speaker. Senator Bourne, why did you wake
him u p ? tLaugh t e r ) Ser i ous l y , t hi s . . . I i nt r od u ced a b i l l on
February 26 of this year, LB 462. A nd I t hink th e comm ittee,
that t h ey he a rd ab o ut t e n d i f f er en t pr op o s a l s . A l l of t hem w e r e
shot on s i ght ex ce pt t hi s one . Thi s one w a s k e p t o n l i f e
support for about a month, and then the plug was pulled on it as
well. When the opportunity presented itself for me to see a
reincarnation, I guess you might call it, I thought this was the
best opportunity. The ci ty of Kea rney has a very unique
problem. T hey h a v e mon ey t hey can ' t spend becaus e
they' re...with the two lids, we can raise the money very easily,
but we can't spend it. The city of Kearney, I believe, what is
it, the limit is 45, and it can go as high as 50. The city of
Kearney's tax is 12. And yet, with the money we collect, we
can' t s p end i t . For th r ee of t he l as t f i ve year s , we haven ' t
been able to spend about $125,000 a year that we' re able to
raise with the 12, not the 45. So when this opportunity
presented, why, I thought I would give it one more shot and ask
f or your approval. L et's review the history just a little b i t .
The first formula that was used for this was population. The
s econd one was on taxable valuation. If you think of both of
these, what they do is this, is they are too far in retrospect
for fast-growing communities. At this time, only the city of
Kearney comes under these limits. B u t there are five other
communities in this state that are getting very close, probably
will get there in a ye a r o r two. The cosponsors of this
o rig i na l b i l l wer e t he S e n a t o r s f r o m a l l f i ve o f t he se ot her
conanunities. So I guess what it comes down to is this, is that
here's an opportunity to correct a problem that wasn't thought
of when these lids were put in. A nd so this seemed like an
appropriate time to remedy the situation. And so I'd ask your
support of this amendment. Thank you.

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Johnson. Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Nr . Speaker, members of the body, I rise to
support this amendment. Cities have both sales tax and property
tax. But if one goes up, the other one is restricted. And this
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